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25% of respondents have 

lived here 10 years or less

25% of respondents have 

lived here 10 years or less

How many years have you lived in the Mid-Columbia region?
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86% of Respondents lived in 

Richland, Kennewick or West 

Richland - 53% lived in Richland.

86% of Respondents lived in 

Richland, Kennewick or West 

Richland - 53% lived in Richland.
What community do you live in or closest to?
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When Asked What People Liked Most About Living Here, 44% of 

Respondents Said Outdoors, Ridges and Rivers, the Small 

Community Atmosphere and Low Crime Rate, 39% Said the 

Climate, and 32% Said Open Space and Land.

When Asked What People Liked Most About Living Here, 44% of 

Respondents Said Outdoors, Ridges and Rivers, the Small 

Community Atmosphere and Low Crime Rate, 39% Said the 

Climate, and 32% Said Open Space and Land.

What do you like most about living in the Mid-Columbia?
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Over 80% of Respondents Use 

Rivers, Natural Areas, and Parks

Over 80% of Respondents Use 

Rivers, Natural Areas, and Parks

Example Responses for Other Types of Open Space:
• I love it when trails, linear parks, pathways connect so one can enjoy many places and a variety of experiences.
• riding trails, canal banks
• National Wildlife Refuges like McNary, use, enjoy view from and enjoy looking at.
• bike/walking  trails along river
• BLM lands

What kinds of open space areas do you use and/or enjoy?

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Rivers Natural Areas Developed Parks Ridges Agricultural Areas

Types of Open Space

Percent Use Percent Enjoy Looking At Percent Enjoy View From



Respondents said Walking/Hiking 

Most Important Form of Recreation

Respondents said Walking/Hiking 

Most Important Form of Recreation

Example Responses for Other Types of Recreation:
• nature photography (1 - most important)
• Quiet contemplation/connecting with God's creation.
• Geocaching
• Aviation - Open spaces for flying and observing from the air - Highly important
• Sky and Stargazing: we have some really interesting cloud formations from time to time. Wish the sky was 
little darker at night.

What are your primary forms of recreation or interest in open space areas ?
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Respondents View Open Space as An 

Economic Resource for Attracting 

New Residents, Enhancing Property 

Values And Creating Jobs

Respondents View Open Space as An 

Economic Resource for Attracting 

New Residents, Enhancing Property 

Values And Creating Jobs

In what ways do you view open space as an economic resource?
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Respondents said it was very 

Important to set aside land for 

conservation and open space.

Respondents said it was very 

Important to set aside land for 

conservation and open space.

How important is it for our community to set aside 

land for conservation and open space?
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Respondents support active 

preservation of vistas and wildlife 

habitat/corridors

Respondents support active 

preservation of vistas and wildlife 

habitat/corridors
Level of support for actions local governments and private entities 

could take
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Respondents preferred Preserving 

Habitat and expanding trails

Respondents preferred Preserving 

Habitat and expanding trails

Preferred open space actions for the Mid-Columbia region

0.00

0.50

1.00

1.50

2.00

2.50

3.00

3.50

 P
re

se
rv

e 
im

po
rta

nt
 h

ab
ita

ts

 E
xp

an
d 

tra
ils

 P
re

se
rv

e 
sc

en
ic

 v
ie

ws

 Im
pr

ov
e 

tra
il/

w
at

er
 a

cc
es

s

 D
ev

el
op

 n
ei

gh
bor

hoo
d 

pa
rk

s

 D
ev

el
op

 a
dd

iti
on

al
 a

th
le

tic
 fi

el
ds

 D
o 

no
th

in
g

R
e
la

tiv
e
 R

a
n
k



Most of the Respondents use or Enjoy 

Having Many of our Open Space Areas

Most of the Respondents use or Enjoy 

Having Many of our Open Space Areas

Note most 

respondents 

live in Richland

Inventory of Selected Areas
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Many respondents would 

like to see our local hills 

preserved as open space

Many respondents would 

like to see our local hills 

preserved as open space

Which areas would you like to see preserved as open 

space
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Which areas would you like to see preserved as open 

space
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Top Wish ListsTop Wish Lists

� Preserve:

� River shoreline

� Badger  Ridges

� Agricultural Areas

� Wallula Gap

� Kennewick Ridges

� Trails (general):

� Amon to 

Rattlesnake

� Irrigation canals

� Benton City to Horn 

Rapids Park
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� Bike Trails:

� Safety and 

maintenance (Bridge 

crossings)

� State Patrol area

� Others

� Horse trails

� Non-motorized boat 

access

� Preserve Habitat
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Respondents 

overwhelmingly support a 

Trail Network

Respondents 

overwhelmingly support a 

Trail Network
Efforts should be made to interconnect isolated 

parcels of open space through a trail network
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Yes

No

Don't know
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Respondents support  many 

mechanisms to preserve open 

space, including bonds

Respondents support  many 

mechanisms to preserve open 

space, including bonds

Actions our communities should undertake
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f.  Increase city or county property
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g.  Bonds (voter-approved

funding)

h.  Fees for use
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E-mail ListE-mail List

� 178 Survey respondents or 

workshop attendees were 

interested enough to add their 

names to our mailing list for 

updates
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